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Editorial  Comments 


PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 


The  wonderful  thing  about  going  to  three  yearly  meetings  is 
that  I saw  you  at  one  of  them.  I talked  to  you.  We  visited  over  a 
meal.  We  spoke  in  the  hallway  or  we  sat  next  to  each  other  in 
plenary.  We  went  on  the  peace  march  together.  We  talked  about 
our  work  or  our  children  or  our  own  burning  concerns.  We 
shared  the  fullness  of  the  silence  as  we  worshipped  together. 

I know  that  yearly  meeting  is  for  getting  together  and  work- 
ing on  issues  and  doing  business.  I really  appreciate  all  that.  I 
even  appreciated  all  three  presentations  of  the  budget,  not  to 
mention  three  talent  nights! 

But  that  wasn't  the  most  important  thing.  The  most  impor- 
tant thing  was  that  you  were  there.  And  so  was  I.  (And  if  you 
weren't  there  this  year,  how  about  next  year?) 

Look  over  the  epistles,  minutes  and  articles  about  yearly 
meeting  in  this  issue.  I think  they'll  give  you  a flavor  of  each 
one — each  unique,  each  special.  And  for  a special  perspective  on 
IMYM,  read  the  following. 


Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  1995* 

by  Marie  Godfrey,  Salt  Lake  Meeting 

Alida,  Jamie,  Brooke,  and  I arrived  at  Fort  Lewis  College  in 
time  for  the  Continuing  Committee  meeting  at  2:00  p.m.  on  the 
start  of  the  first  day.  They  went  off  to  the  Senior  Young  Friends 
dorm  and,  from  then  on,  I only  met  them  when  I went  looking. 
SYF's  are  independent  people. 

In  the  evening  after  sampling  Fort  Lewis  College's  meal 
options  and  the  new  soft  ice  cream.  Friends  met  for  the  opening 
meeting  and  roll  call.  With  over  90  attending  for  the  first  time, 
everyone  was  encouraged  to  introduce  themselves  and  to  give 
a brief  statement  of  their  expectations  for  IMYM. 

During  business  meetings  the  next  few  days,  we  heard 
reports,  made  decisions,  and  agreed  on  proposing  a three-year 
contract  with  Fort  Lewis  College.  We  discussed  the  financial 
costs  of  serving  the  meeting  as  clerk,  coordinators  for  programs, 
etc.,  and  decided  the  possible  compensation  for  these  positions 
needed  more  seasoning.  We  approved  Utah  and  Arizona  Friends 
as  officers  for  IMYM  1996-97,  with  New  Mexico  in  charge  of 
"younger"  programs. 

Each  year's  meeting  seems  to  have  an  overall  feel  and  this 
year's  was  mellow.  But  that's  the  business  side  of  things,  and 
IMYM  is  more — much  more — than  business. 

While  there  we  celebrated  the  50th  wedding  anniversary  of 
Alice  and  Allen  Stokes,  shared  the  excitement  and  fun  of  talent 
night,  and  talked  for  unlimited  time  with  dear  and  special 
friends.  We  shared  thoughts  in  worship-sharing  and  volun- 
teered to  watch  babies  or  clean  up  fingerpaints. 

We  explored  the  AFSC  bookstore,  asked  the  operations 
people  to  get  us  a shower  curtain,  and  helped  obtain  permission 
for  the  SYFs  to  keep  the  dance  going  until  1 1 :00  p.m.  We  changed 
tables  from  one  meal  to  another,  catching  up  on  a year's  events 
or  plans  for  the  future.  We  watched,  reported,  spoke,  and 

listened.  Continued  on  page  19. 
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Correction: 

The  drawing  on  the  back  cover  (p.  168)  of  the  July  1995  issue 
did  not  have  the  artist  identified. 

^ Alice  Stokes,  Logan  Meeting,  drew  the  sego  lily. ^ 

Calendar 

September  1995 

15-17  New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting,  Ghost  Ranch,  NM. 
22-24  Colorado  Regional  Meeting,  Snow  Mormtain  Ranch, 
west  of  Winter  Park,  CO. 

22-24  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting,  retreat  and 
campout  at  the  beach  (San  Clemente?). 

October  1995 

6-8  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting,  Prescott,  AZ. 

13- 15  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting,  Camp  Myrtlewood, 

Myrtle  Point,  OR. 

14- 15  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting,  John  Wooiman 

School,  Nevada  City,  CA. 

21  Steering  Committee,  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 
Multnomah  Meeting,  Portland,  OR. 

27-29  A Weekend  for  Women,  with  Jane  Peers, 
Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

27- 29  Colorado  Quaker  Women's  Retreat,  Camp  La  Foret, 

near  Colorado  Springs. 

28- 29  FWCC  Northwest  Regional  Gathering,  planning  meeting. 
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INTERMOUNTAIN  YEARLY  MEETING 

Fort  Lewis  College,  Durango,  Colorado 
Epistle  June  21-25,  1995 

In  sight  of  still  snow-capped  peaks,  and  under  a sky  that  wraps  our  worship  in  a brilliant  blue,  we  have  assembled 
from  the  far  reaches  of  the  four  comers  to  heed  the  call  of  the  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting.  It  is  our  twenty-first 
gathering;  we  are  nearly  330  strong. 

The  Lord  has  given  us  much  for  which  to  be  grateful.  Many  wise  and  familiar  faces  are  in  our  midst  and  we  have 
been  able  to  joyfully  welcome  90  participants  who  have  joined  us  for  the  first  time.  In  our  second  year  of  the  theme 
"Living  the  Community  of  Faith,"  we  have  needed  to  be  ever  mindful  of  the  responsibilities  of  a growing  community 
by  slowing  down  and  sharing  our  history  and  process.  The  60  Senior  Young  Friends  (ages  15  to  21)  who  have 
enlivened  our  number  provide  us  with  a set  of  perspectives,  ministries,  and  spiritual  energies  which  gladden  our 
hearts.  They  have  shared  well-seasoned  wisdom  in  our  meetings  for  worship  for  business  and  have  provided  our 
cherished  children  of  all  ages  with  care  and  companionship. 

Yearly  Meeting  scholarship  money  has  been  well  used  this  year,  enabling  our  numbers  to  grow  with  our  sense  of 
community.  Large  worship-sharing  groups  dot  the  green,  grassy  campus.  Friends  have  faithfully  participated,  being 
sensitive  and  tender  with  one  another.  Crowded  interest  groups  have  covered  a wide  range  of  topics,  including  Quaker 
work  and  women's  issues  at  the  UN,  Latin  American  policy  issues,  AFSC  Joint  Service  Projects,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Concerns,  Speaking  the  truth  to  Quakerism,  and  many  more.  A panel  of  five  Friends  shared  with  us  the  gifts  of  their 
unique  experiences  in  Quaker  community. 

We  are  a meeting  in  transition:  from  an  unabashed  source  of  simple  fellowship  to  a more  formal,  structured  gathering. 
We  continue  to  try  to  define  ourselves  as  a yearly  meeting.  Speaking  out  of  the  silence  from  different  places  on  the 
continuum.  Friends  have  been  moved  to  be  respectful  and  mindful  of  the  Light  in  one  another.  Yet  meeting  for  worship 
for  business  is  not  always  well  attended,  and  our  communication  with  one  another  can  be  inconsistent.  Quaker  process 
is  ever  a learning  experience. 

Our  keynote  speaker,  Loida  Fernandez,  came  to  us  from  the  FWCC  Section  of  the  Americas  in  Mexico.  She  envisions 
the  concept  of  community  as  intertwined  with  those  of  communion  and  commitment.  "Each  Friend  has  something  to  offer 
in  monthly  or  yearly  meeting.  The  collaboration  and  participation  of  each  one  is  important.  Our  meetings  should  be 
places  not  to  hide,  but  to  enhance  the  demands  God  makes  on  us.  There,  if  we  come  with  our  hearts  and  minds  open, 
miracles  happen  in  the  corporate  silence."  Citing  Moses'  need  to  remove  his  sandals  when  entering  holy  ground,  she 
challenged  Friends  to  consider  what  we  must  take  off,  in  the  spirit  of  humility  and  simplicity,  to  have  communion  with 
God  and  each  other. 

We  have  carefully  considered  how  to  nurture  and  support  those  who  serve  the  Yearly  Meeting  and  struggled  with  the 
mechanism  of  budgetary  structure  in  the  service  of  that  need.  We  have  listened  with  our  hearts  to  reports  about  Quaker 
work  in  a world  which  faces  more  tragedy  than  we  can  imagine.  We  take  a new  Friend's  hand,  hug  our  children,  and  are 
grateful  beyond  measure  for  where  we  are.  We  are  sobered  and  challenged  by  the  amount  of  work  there  is  to  be  done. 

It  is  in  the  wider  community  of  Friends  and  the  gift  of  our  shared  inner  Light  that  we  find  strength  and  hope.  May  we 
each  in  our  own  way  share  these  with  the  world. 


Yours  in  the  community  of  faith. 
Bill  and  Genie  Durland,  Co-Clerks 


Worship-sharing  at  IMYM.  Stajf  photo. 


Selected  Minutes 

Meeting  for  Worship  for  Business  I 
Welcome  Gathering 

Friends  from  each  of  our  widely  separated  monthly 
and  preparative  meetings  and  worship  groups  introduced 
themselves,  standing  meeting  by  meeting,  and  state  by 
state:  Arizona,  Colorado,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico.  First- 
time attenders  spoke  of  their  expectations;  others  spoke  of 
their  joy  in  what  for  us  is  a time  of  renewal  and  reunion. 

Finance  Committee 

Senior  Young  Friends  presented  a minute: 

We  as  a group  of  young  Friends  have  reached  consen- 
sus regarding  Junior  Yearly  Meeting  (grade  school)  and 
Junior  Young  Friends  (middle  school)  coordinators /lead- 
ers. We  don't  think  they  should  have  to  pay  to  attend,  dam 

Continued  on  next  page. 
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Committee  on  Faith  and  Practice.  Staff  photo. 


it.  We  believe  that  the  aforementioned  contribute  incred- 
ibly and  sacrifice  sufficiently  to  make  paying  unnecessary. 
To  conclude,  we  think  they  are  doing  a swell  job  and  we 
appreciate  them  very  much. 


Three-Year  Contract: 

Friends  approved  the  recommendation  that  we  seek  a 
three-year  contract  with  Fort  Lewis  College  if  such  is 
possible.  Senior  Young  Friends  reported  that  they  agree 
with  the  possible  three-year  contract,  but  urge  that  time  be 
used  for  thorough  research  into  other  options,  including 
the  possibility  of  purchasing  a permanent  site. 

Finance  Committee: 

Finance  Committee  recommended  an  addendum  to 
the  1996  IMYM  budget:  (1)  that  for  1996,  the  Scholarship 
Fund  be  restored  to  $1614.50,  the  amount  available  for 
1995;  (2)  that  the  Treasurer  use  the  General  Fund  to  aug- 
ment any  designated  contributions  up  to  that  stated 
amount;  (3)  Yearly  Meeting  request  monthly  meetings  to 
consider  sources  of  funding  for  the  IMYM  Scholarship 
Fund  for  future  years. 

Meeting  for  Worship  for  Business  IV 
Continuing  Committee: 


Flistorian: 

Genie  Durland  read  Historian 
Richard  Butler's  report.  An  IMYM 
census  is  prepared  every  second 
year,  but  his  reported  total  of  842, 
based  on  incomplete  responses 
from  meetings,  will  need  correc- 
tions. Based  on  assessments,  the 
number  is  about  1060.  Concerns 
about  the  difficulty  of  getting  in- 
formation requested  were  heard 
from  the  floor. 

Meeting  for  Worship  for 
Business  II 

Local  Arrangements: 


Frances  McAllister  and  Margaret  Yarrow. 
Staff  photo. 


1.  Recommendation:  that  the  Junior 
Yearly  Meeting  budget  be  used  (A)  for 
room  and  board  of  JYM  daily  staff  at- 
tending IMYM  and  (B)  for  program 
costs. 

2.  Questions  will  be  sent  to  monthly 
meetings  and  worship  groups  as  fol- 
lows: 

Do  we  wish  to  cover  room  and  board 
expenses  of  the  Executive  Board? 
Where  in  the  budget  should  this  item 
appear? 

Where  do  we  get  the  necessary  funds? 

Friends  approved  Continuing 
Committee's  recommendation  and  ap- 
proach. 


Continuing  Committee's  recommendation  that  the  18th 
FWCC  Triennial  Local  Arrangements  Committee  be  laid 
down,  and  that  International  Plarming  Committee  mem- 
bers be  released  from  this  service  were  approved,  with  a 
formal  minute  of  thanks  to  those  who  worked  hard  in  our 
name  for  Friends  in  the  larger  body  of  the  world. 

Ministry  and  Counsel: 

Ministry  and  Counsel  was  approved  as  a standing 
committee  of  IMYM  with  a recommendation  that  the  ques- 
tion of  members'  terms  and  of  duplication  with  the  present, 
but  inactive.  Committee  to  Assist  Clerks  be  studied  and 
discussed  by  Continuing  Committee.  Senior  Young  Friends 
are  represented;  can  Junior  Young  Friends  be  included? 

Friends  Bulletin: 

Mary  Lou  Coppock  was  approved  as  the  second  board 
member  for  Friends  Bulletin  for  three  years,  beginning  in 
September  1995. 


Site: 

Meeting  moved  on  to  consideration  of  the  minute  on 
the  three-year  contract  with  Fort  Lewis  College  and  the 
dates  available  in  1996.  Friends  approved  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  Executive  Committee  would  have  to  act 
in  case  of  complications. 

June  19-23  was  approved 
for  next  year. 


Registrar: 

"I'm  holding  my  com- 
puter in  the  Light.  I know 
now  who's  in  charge," 
stated  Ross  Worley,  Reg- 
istrar. His  figures  show 
336  Friends  here  this  year. 


Ross  Worley. 


Staff  photo. 
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Reflections  on  IMYM* 

by  Bonnie  Fraser  and  Jane  Barnard,  Tempe  Meeting 

Bonnie:  IMYM  was  wonderful.  My  smaller  worship- 
sharing group  that  met  each  morning  and  considered  a 
topic  together  prayerfully  and  with  love  and  laughter 
was  one  highlight.  The  afternoon  intergenerational  group 
was  exciting  because  I got  to  see  first  hand  the  depth  of 
spirituality  in  the  Senior  Young  Friends.  The  rumors  are 
true — they're  a great  bunch  of  folks.  I also  got  a deeper 
appreciation  for  the  wide  variety  of  people  who  con- 
sider themselves  Quaker  and  the  number  of  projects  and 
causes  we  are  involved  with  world-wide.  Hearing  about 
the  workings  of  many  other  meetings,  I saw  that  we  face 
the  same  challenge  of  finding  ways  to  support  and 
encourage  each  other  while  honoring  the  different  ways 
in  which  the  Spirit  has  led  us  as  individuals.  And  it  was 
a special  time  for  spiritual  renewal  for  me.  I am  looking 
forward  to  next  year  and  continuing  my  many  new 
friendships. 

Jane:  Thanks  to  Friend  Mary  Lou  Coppock's  gentle  urging 
over  the  last  two  years,  I made  time  to  experience  my  first 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  in  June.  I found  it  to  be  a 
mountain-top  experience  from  the  snow-capped  San  Juan 
Mountains  to  the  long  drive  across  the  desert  with  Friends. 
It  was  a pleasure  to  meet  so  many  Friends  from  neighbor- 
ing states — to  share  times  for  learning  new  information,  to 
share  a meal  and  a visit,  and  to  get  to  know  folks  of  other 
generations,  like  the  enthusiastic  little  girls  I danced  with 
one  evening. 

I enjoyed  worship-sharing  the  most.  The  eleven  mem- 
bers of  our  group  were  generous  to  each  other  in  coming  to 
each  of  our  four  meetings,  contributing  deeply  and  thought- 
fully from  their  lives,  and  listening  prayerfully  as  others 
shared.  It  was  a moving  experience  for  me.  I was  glad  to 
have  made  the  tune  to  get  away  and  hope  each  member  of 
Tempe  Meeting  can  have  the  opportunity  to  go  to  Durango 
to  Yearly  Meeting  in  the  coming  years.  ■ 

Jane  Barnard  and  Bonnie  Fraser  were  first-time  attenders 
at  IMYM. 

* From  Tempe  Meeting  Calendar  of  Events,  August  1995. 


Audience  at  Community  Night.  Photo  by  Marie  Godfrey,  Salt  Lake  Meeting. 


Senior  Young  Friends,  1995.  Staff  photo. 


A Young  Friend  at  Yearly  Meeting 

by  Lena  Amanti,  Pima  Meeting 

As  always.  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  (IMYM)  was 
one  of  the  high  points  of  my  year.  The  yearly  gathering  of 
Friends  is  an  event  I look  forward  to  throughout  the  year. 
As  the  day  approaches,  I become  increasingly  excited. 
Upon  arrival  at  the  Senior  Young  Friends  dorm,  I feel 
nervous  and  a little  apprehensive,  hoping  my  yearly  meet- 
ing experience  will  be  a good  one.  Once  I arrive  and  greet 
everyone  I have  looked  forward  to  seeing,  the  uneasiness 
melts  away  as  I renew  friendships  of  the  previous  year. 

One  reason  I look  forward  to  yearly  meeting  is  that  I do 
not  often  come  in  contact  with  other  Quaker  youth.  Yearly 
meeting  provides  me  with  the  opportunity  to  talk  to,  and 
have  fun  with,  other  people  my  age  who  share  the  same 
beliefs  and  values  I do.  I often  feel  very  isolated  from  other 
Quaker  youth,  and  yearly  meeting  remedies  this. 

Besides  being  a reunion  place  for  young  Quakers, 
yearly  meeting  is  a place  of  spiritual  growth.  My  mother 
refers  to  yearly  meeting  as  a "spiritual  New  Year."  This 
accurately  describes  the  feeling  I have  towards  yearly 
meeting.  I am  growing  spiritually  through  yearly  meet- 
ing. Each  successive  year,  yearly  meeting  becomes  more 
of  a spiritual  experience  and  I see  more  growth  in 
myself.  This  development  is  achieved  through  contact 
with  other  Quakers  of  all  ages,  leading  and  participating 
in  worship-sharing  groups,  attending  and  leading  inter- 
est groups,  and  thoughtful  reflection  on  my  own. 

As  I look  at  the  continuum  of  my  IMYM  experience,  I 
see  more  involvement  each  year  ( in  Senior  Young  Friends 
and  within  the  yearly  meeting  as  a whole).  As  I look  to  the 
future  of  my  IMYM  experience,  I look  forward  to  a 
gradual  transition  from  Senior  Young  Friends  into  the 
adult  meeting.  The  many  people  I come  into  contact  with 
at  IMYM  help  foster  my  growth  and  strengthen  my  com- 
mitment to  C^akerism.  It  is  the  people  at  Yearly  Meeting 
who  inspire  me  to  go  back  to  IMYM  each  year  and  to  live 
my  life  according  to  my  Quaker  beliefs.  ■ 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


SEPTEMBER  1995  — PAGE  7 


New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting 

by  Charlotte  Williams, 

Hillsboro  Worship  Sharing  Group 

The  New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting  has  a number  of 
Quaker  artists.  Friends  are  weavers,  sculptors,  silver- 
smiths, and  painters.  Other  Friends  make  brightly-col- 
ored paper  posters.  No  one  who  has  attended  any  meet- 
ing of  the  region  over  the  past  several  years  can  be 
unaware  of  the  preoccupation  with  decorated  tee-shirts. 
A Friend  who  got  her  degree  in  art  found  it  a big  help  in 
keeping  her  children  occupied. 

Quilters  in  the  Gila  area  use  old  and  new  techniques 
to  make  beautiful  wall  hangings.  George  Fox,  who  made 
shoes  and  leather  britches  for  himself,  and  who  started 
a school  for  girls  in  which  they  were  to  do  "all  things 
civil  and  useful  in  creation,"  would  have  understood 
quilters,  and  artists  too.  He  would,  I think,  have  appre- 
ciated our  bright,  clear  physical  light  here  in  this  region 
as  reflection  of  God  the  Light.  God  the  Light  is  the 
source  of  the  inspiration  of  most  Quaker  artists  and 
gives  everyone  "the  knowledge  of  the  Glory  of  God." 

A quilted  banner  gives  some  names  of  the  Light: 

L OVE 
I NVISIBLE 
G ENEROUS 
H OLY 
T RUTH 

Charlotte  Williams  is  the  new  correspondent  from  New  Mexico. 
New  Mexico  Friends  are  urged  to  send  their  news  to  her.  Her 
address  is  P.O.  Box  186,  Hillsboro,  NM  88042.  ■ 


The  Quaker  Contract  with  America 

by  IMYM  Senior  Young  Friends  at  Community  Night 

We  interrupt  this  program  for  a special  announcement. 

After  28  consecutive  days  of  unbroken  meeting  for 
worship  for  business,  we  are  happy  to  report  that  con- 
sensus has  been  reached  concerning  the  Quaker  Con- 
tract with  America.  The  most  important  points  are: 

• Implementing  consensus  as  the  form  of  deci- 
sion-making in  our  nation's  Capitol,  insuring 
that  no  decisions  will  be  reached  in  under  two 
years; 

• changing  the  Second  Amendment  to  read  the 
right  to  bear  gifts  instead  of  arms; 

• furthering  equality  and  inclusion  by  appoint- 
ing all  citizens  to  every  committee; 

• increasing  military  spending  to  fund  psychi- 
atric treatment  for  all  those  militarily  inclined; 

• installing  halogen  lamps  in  Newt  Gingrich's 
office  so  that  he  cannot  fail  to  see  the  light. 

And  now  we  return  to  our  regular  scheduled  program. ...» 


Announcements 

Colorado  Quaker  Women's  Retreat 

The  Fall  Quaker  Women's  Retreat  will  be  held  at  Camp 
La  Foret  near  Colorado  Springs  the  weekend  of  October 
27-29, 1995.  The  theme  is  "Centering."  Women  of  all  ages 
are  welcome.  The  cost  is  $52.  Contact  Mim  Campos  at 
(303)  444-4435.  Scholarship  help  is  available. 

Teddy  Bear  Aid 

Can  you  contribute  a teddy  bear?  The  AFSC  Middle 
East  Program  is  collecting  new  teddy  bears  and  other 
stuffed  animals  to  distribute  to  children  in  Iraq.  The  UN 
sanctions  have  been  particularly  hard  on  the  children  of 
Iraq,  and  toys  are  universally  recognized  as  sources  of 
comfort  and  security.  You  may  also  make  a contribution 
toward  food  and  medicines. 

For  more  information  about  the  political  situation  in 
Iraq  and  its  impact  on  children,  or  to  make  your  contribu- 
tion, contact:  Middle  East  Program,  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  980  North  Fair  Oaks  Ave,  Pasadena, 
CA  91103,  (818)  791-1978.  FAX:  (818)  791-2205. 

Pendle  Hill  Scholarships 

Pendle  Hill  is  requesting  applications  for  1996-97  schol- 
arships. The  Henry  J.  Cadbury  Scholarship  is  awarded  to 
a Quaker  scholar  with  serious  interest  in  Quaker  faith, 
practice,  or  history  to  work  on  a research  project  benefiting 
the  larger  Religious  Society  of  Friends.  For  details  and 
application,  please  contact  Kay  Herreshoff,  Admissions, 
338  Plush  Mill  Rd,  WaUingford,  PA  19086,  (800)  742-3150, 
FAX:  (610)  566-3679.  Applications  due  by  March  15, 1996. 

Quaker  Youth  Pilgrimage 

Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation's  Quaker 
Youth  Pilgrimage  Committee  announces  that  from  July 
15-August  11,  1996,  28  young  Friends  from  the  Europe 
and  Middle  East  Section  and  the  Section  of  the  Americas 
will  travel,  work,  and  worship  together.  They  will  be 
accompanied  by  four  adult  facilitators  and  a meal 
planner/ cook. 

Following  in  Fox's  footsteps.  Pilgrims  will  visit  parts  of 
New  England,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York.  For  informa- 
tion, contact  Deborah  Seabrook,  Friends  World  Commit- 
tee for  Consultation,  Section  of  the  Americas,  1506  Race 
St,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102,  (215)  241-7250.  FAX:  (215) 
241-7285. 

Return  to  Bulgaria 

In  July  1994,  Judy  Brutz  spent  28  days  in  Razgrad  and 
Sofia,  Bulgaria,  in  a project  sponsored  by  Friends  Family 
Service,  Central  Iowa  Affiliated  Office. 

Judy  Brutz  wishes  to  return  to  Bulgaria  in  October  1995.  In 
order  to  do  this  she  needs  to  raise  $3,500.  If  you  can  help,  send 
your  donation  to  Mustard  Seed,  c/o  Aaron  Hubbard,  Trea- 
surer, FFS-CIAO,  P.O.  Box  30016,  Des  Moines,  lA  50310.  ■ 
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NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

The  Evergreen  State  College,  Olympia,  Washington 
Epistle  July  20-23,  1995 

To  Friends  everywhere. 

Friends  in  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  gathered  July  20-23, 1995,  for  our  23rd  annual  session,  surrounded  and 
nurtured  by  the  cool  forests  on  the  beautiful  campus  of  The  Evergreen  State  College  in  Olympia,  Washington.  More 
than  360  adults  and  150  youth  worshipped,  worked,  and  played  together  and,  in  spite  of  the  presence  of  many  other 
groups  on  campus,  we  experienced  moments  of  transformation  from  a collection  of  separate  individuals  into  a 
"Blessed  Community." 

In  a serendipitous  departure  from  our  usual  "Friend-in-Residence"  format,  we  were  challenged  by  a non-Quaker 
theatrical  group.  The  Growth  and  Prevention  Theater  (GAP)  from  Seattle  presented  a powerful  and  stimulating 
performance  about  the  pervasive  presence  of  racism  in  our  society,  entitled  "The  Hurt  of  One  Is  the  Hurt  of  All." 
Through  their  ministry  and  the  sharing  time  that  followed,  we  saw  clearly  the  difference  between  prejudice  (a 
personal  belief  system)  and  racism  (prejudice  supported  by  institutionalized  power)  and  how  our  inaction  helps  to 
perpetuate  racism.  We  were  called  as  Euro- Americans  to  speak  out  from  our  position  of  privilege.  We  struggled  with 
the  realization  that  much  of  our  Quaker  faith  and  practice  is  cultural  and  were  encouraged  to  be  unashamed  of  who 
we  are  and  stop  assuming  we  are  culturally  neutral.  Finally,  we  witnessed  the  power  of  truth  and  our  ever-present 
opportunity — and  responsibility — to  create  a future  where  all  are  honored.  These  insights  and  revelations  were 
carried  with  us  into  our  small  worship-sharing  times  where,  in  addition  to  acknowledging  the  hurt  that  still  lives 
among  us,  we  wrestled  with  how  "The  Honor  of  One  Is  the  Honor  of  All." 

Our  State  of  the  Meeting  reports  took  on  life  and  feeling  as  we  heard  of  growth,  the  joy  of  building  community, 
and  the  struggle  to  come  together  over  long  distances.  We  recognized  that  by  nurturing  the  life  of  the  spirit  within 
ourselves  and  our  meetings  we  obtain  the  strength  to  witness  to  the  way  of  peace  in  our  communities  and  the  world 
beyond.  Our  sense  of  community  deepened  as  we  felt  the  everflowing  stream  of  love  in  our  remembrance  of  Friends 
who  have  died,  illuminating  the  truth  that  "there  is  neither  time  nor  space  in  the  life  of  the  Spirit." 

Two  seasoned  concerns,  brought  before  the  body  and  further  seasoned,  led  to  the  approval  of  two  minutes  to  be  sent 
in  the  name  of  the  yearly  meeting.  The  first  was  a heartfelt  expression  of  regret  for  our  country's  action  50  years  ago  in 
the  atomic  bombing  of  the  Japanese  cities  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  A second  minute  called  for  the  closure  of  the  School 
of  the  Americas,  where  training  for  foreign  nationals  in  military  tactics  has  resulted  in  intimidation,  torture,  and 
assassination  of  their  own  citizens. 

Our  love  for  our  children  had  us  depart  from  another  previous  pattern.  This  year,  in  addition  to  our  regular 
children's  program,  we  created  a structured  middle-school  program  for  the  younger  Junior  Friends,  and  saw  nearly 
triple  the  number  of  young  Friends  in  that  age  group.  The  wisdom  of  all  our  young  people,  as  well  as  the  incredible 
challenges  they  face  in  today's  world,  encourages  us  to  offer  our  respect  and  unqualified  love,  as  well  as  an  ongoing 
invitation  to  understand  the  heart  of  Quaker  experience. 

We  were  deeply  moved  by  three  young  NPYM  Friends  who  participated  in  the  1994  Youth  Pilgrimage.  They  told 
us  of  their  excitement  about  silent  communication  in  worship  and  the  depth  of  new  friendships  formed  through  their 
life-changing  adventures  together. 

Through  this  time  of  retreat,  reflection,  and  the  seeking  of  God's  leadings  for  us  individually  and  as  a corporate 
body,  we  are  touched  by  the  messages  you  have  shared  in  your  epistles.  May  God  be  with  you. 

In  love  and  peace,  Margaret  Sorrel,  Presiding  Clerk  ■ 


Middle  School  Friends  Epistle 

Tribe.  What  is  it? 

This  is  a group  for  the  kids  in  between.  We've  finished  elementary 
school  and  are  now  preparing  for  Junior  Friends.  Ages  range  from  sixth  to 
eighth  grade.  The  program  includes  games,  art  work,  drama,  and  many 
other  activities  to  show  us  what  Junior  Friends  is  like. 

We  think  it's  great. 

Tribe.  Was  it  worth  it? 

Yes,  the  36  young  people  in  this  group  feel  that  it's  an  open,  worthwhile, 
and  accepting  program.  We  feel  that  the  activities  we  do  are  helping  us 
grow  in  the  vital  time  in  our  life. 

(This  epistle  was  read  by  Mari  Petzing  and  Jeremy  Kaplan-Lyman.)  ■ 


Sylvie  McGee, 
NPYM 
Treasurer,  and 
Louis  Webster, 
NPYM 
Registrar. 
Photo  by 
Norman  Pasche, 
University 
Meeting. 
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Introduction  to  GAP  Theatre 

by  Margaret  Sorrel,  Presiding  Clerk 

This  article  is  adapted  from  Margaret  Sorrel's  introduction  to 
the  GAP  Theatre  production  at  Plenary  III. 

As  Friends  we  may  think  we're  immune  to  racism. 
After  all,  we  have  a long  and  glorious  heritage  of  protest- 
ing slavery  during  the  Colonial  period,  of  involvement  in 
the  underground  railroad,  of  peaceful  cohabitation  with 
Native  Americans  during  the  westward  expansion.  The 
AFSC  has  a reputation  for  help  that  enables  and  empowers 
without  patronizing.  It's  almost  enough  to  make  a good 
Quaker  smug!  As  Margaret  Hope  Bacon  said  to  me  twenty 
years  ago,  "I  fear  we're  sitting  so  hard  on  our  past  laurels 
that  we're  about  to  squish  them!"  It's  a very  comfortable 
seat,  isn't  it? 

Do  our  lives  bear  scrutiny?  Does  our  work  currently 
live  up  to  our  reputation?  Within  us  and  all  around  us 
are  signs  of  horrible  racial  distress.  Our  prisons  are  full 
of  a disproportionate  number  of  people  of  color.  The 
backlash  to  affirmative  action  is  accepted  by  much  in  the 
media  as  valid.  Multicultural  neighborhoods  are  the 
exception,  not  the  rule.  What  are  we  doing? 

Work  in  the  world,  though,  is  only  half  the  equation. 
We  must  bring  our  vision,  our  scrutiny,  closer  to  home  as 
well.  Our  own  meetings  are  full  of  Euro- Americans.  Most 
of  the  very  few  who  do  not  fall  in  this  category  are  the 
adopted  children  of  our  Euro-American  members.  Is  it 
what  we  do  or  who  we  are  that  make  our  meetings  unwel- 
come places  for  cultural  diversity?  What  attitudes  and 
behaviors  get  in  way  of  our  making  personal  friends  with 
people  of  different  ethnic  backgrounds?  What  makes  us 
less  trustful  toward  strangers  of  different  ethnic  back- 
grounds than  our  own? 

I do  not  pretend  to  have  answers  to  these  difficult 
questions.  I know  I keep  awakening  to  newer  and  sub- 
tler prejudicial  attitudes  within  me  and  witnessing  more 
injustices  in  the  world  around  me.  What  work  am  I 
called  to  do  that  will  challenge  me  personally  and  make 
a difference? 

At  Annual  Session,  one  plenary  session  is  usually  de- 
voted to  our  Friend-in-Residence.  It  is  a time  when  we 
delve  more  deeply  into  the  theme  set  for  the  yearly  meet- 
ing and  have  an  opportunity  to  experience  the  wisdom 
and  expertise  of  someone  from  outside  our  yearly  meet- 
ing. The  term  Friend-in-Residence  did  not  fit  well  this 
year.  The  Growth  and  Prevention  (GAP)  Theatre  Com- 
pany is  not  a Quaker  group,  nor  did  they  plan  to  spend  the 
duration  of  yearly  meeting  with  us.  They  came,  at  our 
invitation,  to  offer  us  a powerful  but  gentle  look  at  the  issue 
of  racism  in  our  culture  and  in  our  individual  lives. 

GAP  Theatre  performed  "The  Hurt  of  One,"  a produc- 
tion that  confronts  the  racism  inherent  in  our  schools  and 
communities,  and  the  prejudicial  attitudes  in  all  of  us.  The 


actors  also  led  two  interest  groups,  one  entitled  "Affirma- 
tive Action:  Is  it  still  needed  or  outdated?"  and  the  other, 
"Differences  and  similarities  between  racism  and  discrimi- 
nation based  on  sexual  orientation."  During  this  same  time 
period,  some  of  the  actors  met  with  the  Junior  Friends. 

The  Friend-In-Residence  Committee  and  the  Annual 
Session  Planning  Committee  were  pleased  to  have  GAP 
Theatre  Company  join  us  at  Annual  Session.  It  was  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  direct  our  focus  both  inwardly 
and  outwardly  about  the  topic  of  racism.  ■ 


Margaret  Sorrel  introducing  the  GAP  Theatre.  Photo  by  Norman  Pasche. 


Selected  Minutes 

Plenary  Session  I 

After  the  silence,  Margaret  Sorrel,  Presiding  Clerk, 
called  us  to  feel  inside  the  theme  of  this  year's  session,  "The 
Hurt  of  One  is  the  Hurt  of  All."  Toxins  do  not  hurt  just  one 
plant  or  one  stream.  Discrimination  does  not  hurt  just 
person;  these  pains  are  passed  on  and  on  and  on.  But  so  are 
the  graces  we  perform,  planting  gardens  and  saving  the 
seeds,  and  starting  new  plants  to  feed  ourselves  and  others. 

In  a gesture  of  egalitarian  right  sharing,  the  clerk  called 
the  role  in  reverse  alphabetical  order,  allowing  Yakima 
Worship  Group  to  be  first  for  a change  and  Agate  Passage 
Worship  Group  to  wait  its  turn. 

Plenary  Session  III 

The  clerk  next  introduced  the  Growth  and  Prevention 
(GAP)  Theatre  Company  with  this  year's  keynote  presen- 
tation "The  Hurt  of  One."  Beginning  and  ending  with  the 
word  "Zinz"  (to  see  person  above  race),  the  production 
took  the  discussion  of  racism  and  sexism  through  four 
settings:  a classroom,  students  simulating  a faculty  meet- 
ing, a pep  rally,  and  a workshop.  In  the  classroom  the 
white  male  teacher  squelched  complaints  from  his  stu- 
dents that  the  history  in  the  textbook  was  incomplete.  To 
one  student  "inalienable  rights"  meant  "as  an  alien,  I don't 
have  any."  To  another,  "All  men  are  created  equal"  meant 
exactly  that — the  Bill  of  Rights  is  reserved  for  men.  In  the 
simulated  faculty  meeting,  the  characters  failed  to  resolve 
their  disagreements  about  the  school  mascot  (an  Indian 

Continued  on  next  page. 
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chief)  and  about  affirmative  action  in  the  English  depart- 
ment. The  conflict  produced  the  frustrated  cry,  "How  can 
we  teach  that  bigotry  is  wrong  if  we  cannot  confront 
bigotry  right  here  in  this  room?"  Finally,  at  the  racism 
workshop  the  white,  male  teacher  got  some  practice  listen- 
ing to  his  students  while  his  students  got  some  practice 
confronting  racist  statements.  They  were  able  to  expand 
"the  hurt  of  one  is  the  hurt  of  all"  to  the  second  half  of  that 
truth,  "the  honor  of  one  is  the  honor  of  all."  Zinz. 

The  discussion  with  the  cast  which  followed  the  play 
began  with  a spark  of  cultural  awareness.  To  focus  the 
audience.  Friends  raised  their  hands  in  the  traditional  call 
for  silence  while  Carrie,  the  cast's  moderator — not  familiar 
with  this  tradition — got  excited  that  so  many  people  ap- 
peared to  have  questions.  The  white,  middle  class  cast  of 
NPYM  formed  a thread  to  discussion.  Two  cast  members 
responded,  "First,  if  you  want  to  change,  you  have  al- 
ready. Second,  there  are  many  reasons  to  explain  the  past 
and  even  the  present.  It  is  the  future  we  can  create." 


Singing  Friends.  Photo  by  Norm  Pasche. 


Plenary  Session  IV 

Following  these  readings,  the  clerk  moved  the  session 
to  the  Steering  Committee  report.  Pablo  Stanfield  reported 
for  the  committee.  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  now 
774  members  and  some  1,100  attenders  in  15  monthly 
meetings,  two  preparative  meetings  and  31  active  worship 
groups.  One  hundred  forty-four  persons  have  worked  in 
official  capacities  this  year  to  carry  out  the  work  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  and  many  others  have  volunteered  in  less 
formal  ways. 

Plenary  Session  V 

The  clerk  reminded  us  that  each  year  we  hear  an  in- 
depth  report  from  one  of  three  Quaker  organizations; 
either  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  or,  this 
year's  group.  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consulta- 
tion (FWCC).  The  presentation  then  focused  on  the 
FWCC  Youth  Pilgrimage  with  personal  testimonies  from 


Nate  Messer,  Becca  Renk,  and  Carmen  Lewis.  Their 
month-long  tour  of  Quaker  sites  in  Britain  prompted 
such  phrases  as,  "we  felt  a voice  among  us  in  the  si- 
lence," "the  trip  erased  any  doubts  I had  about  being  a 
Quaker,"  and,  "This  has  been  the  most  important  thing 
that  I have  been  able  to  do." 

Plenary  Session  VI 

Louis  Webster,  Registrar,  announced  511  persons  were 
registered  for  this  yearly  meeting  including  361  adults  and 
150  younger  Friends  and  attenders. 

Beth  Blattenberger  informed  us  the  Friends  Retire- 
ment Housing  Group  has  incorporated. 

Friends  approved  the  following  minute  on  the  atomic 
bombing  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki: 

Recognizing  that  in  the  hurt  of  one  all  humanity  is  hurt, 
the  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends  expresses  its  deep  regret  for  the  actions  of  the 
United  States  Government  in  the  atomic  bombings  of 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  We  regret  the  great  suffering 
these  bombings  caused  to  the  victims  and  their  families, 
suffering  that  continues  to  this  day. 

We  cannot  bring  the  dead  back  to  life,  nor  can  we 
restore  to  health  many  of  the  injured,  but  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  work  for  the  day  when  nuclear  war  may  be  no 
longer  possible  and  to  strive  to  live  in  the  life  and  power 
that  takes  away  the  occasion  for  all  war. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  our  dedication  to  the  difficult 
task  of  building  an  attitude  of  love  and  compassion  within 
ourselves  will  contribute  to  the  growing  friendship  be- 
tween our  peoples. 

Friends  approved  the  following  minute  regarding  the 
U.S.  Army  School  of  the  Americas: 

In  response  to  the  horror  that  we  feel  as  we  learn  of 
atrocities  committed  by  graduates  of  the  U.S.  Army  School 
of  the  Americas,  firmly  believing  that  there  can  be  peaceful 
means  to  resolve  conflict  and  achieve  justice,  we,  the 
members  of  the  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Reli- 

Continued  on  next  page. 
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gious  Society  of  Friends,  in  our  continuing  witness  to 
Quaker  tradition  and  principles,  are  compelled  to  speak 
out  against  the  U.S.  Army  School  of  the  Americas. 

The  school,  a military  training  ground  for  foreign  na- 
tionals, has  among  its  graduates  some  of  the  most  notori- 
ous human  rights  abusers.  Its  reputation  has  caused  it  to 
be  referred  to  as  the  "School  of  the  Assassins." 

As  Quakers  and  concerned  citizens  of  these  United 
States,  we  petition  Congress  to  close  the  School  of  the 
Americas. 


Friends  agreed  the  latter  minute  would  be  sent  to  all 
monthly  meetings  and  worship  groups  with  the  advice  to 
write  letters  to  their  representatives  in  Congress.  ■ 


Grade  School  Program  at  NPYM. 


Announcements 

Friends  on  the  Move 


Pablo  Stanfield,  past  Steer- 
ing Committee  clerk  of 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing and  a member  of  Uni- 
versity Meeting,  has  ac- 
cepted the  position  as 
headmaster  of  the 
Monteverde  Friends 
School  in  Monteverde, 
Costa  Rica.  ■ 


In  September,  Lynn 
Henderson,  Corvallis 
Meeting,  will  become  an 
intern  at  the  Quaker 
United  Nations  Office  in 
New  York.  Lynn  gradu- 
ated from  Lewis  and  Clark 
College  in  Portland,  Or- 
egon, last  May.  While  a 
student  at  Lewis  and 
Clark,  Lynn  traveled  and 
studied  in  China,  Viet- 
nam, and  France.  ■ 


Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Ruth  Arrison  Evan,  Eugene  Meeting 

The  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  gathering  is  now  a 
warm  memory  for  at  least  360  adults  and  150  youth  who 
"worshipped,  worked,  and  played  together  and,  once 
again,  the  miracle  occurred — we  have  been  transformed 
from  a collection  of  separate  individuals  into  a centered 
group  experiencing  the  reality  of  the  'Blessed  Commu- 
nity'." (Epistle  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting) 

A theme  of  the  meeting  was  building  connections 
within  meetings,  between  individuals,  across  distances 
with  isolated  friends,  and  between  age  groups. 

Two  seasoned  concerns  were  brought:  a heartfelt  ex- 
pression of  regret  for  the  dropping  of  the  atomic  bombs  on 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  and  a minute  calling  for  the 
closure  of  the  School  of  the  Americas  (at  Fort  Benning, 
GA),  whose  graduates  include  a preponderance  of  the 
worst  human  rights  abusers  in  Latin  America. 

The  advices  and  queries  section  of  the  Boise  Valley 
Meeting  newsletter  states,  "When  Meeting  for  Worship 
has  a central  place  in  one's  life,  regular  and  punctual 
attendance  follows.  We  hold  in  the  Light  those  who  are 
unable  to  attend  by  reason  of  infirmity,  imprisonment, 
distance,  or  other  stresses  in  their  lives." 

Seventeen  people  associated  with  Corvallis  Meeting 
went  to  a retreat  at  Malheur  Wildlife  Refuge  in  early  June. 
"Worship  in  the  sight  of  marshes,  mountains,  clear  skies 
and  whirling  swallows  lifted  us." 

Friends  in  Newport,  Oregon  met  for  worship  this  sum- 
mer on  Wednesday  evenings. 

Multnomah  Meeting  approved  a recommendation 
from  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  the  Spiritual  Nurturance 
of  Children  which  involves  changing  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing schedule  in  the  fall.  First  Day  School  for  Friends  of 
all  ages  will  start  the  day  followed  by  singing  and  then 
meeting  for  worship. 

The  Rogue  Valley  Friends  query  on  stewardship  says, 
"As  individuals  we  are  obliged  to  use  our  time,  our  various 
abilities,  our  strength,  our  money,  our  material  posses- 
sions and  other  resources  in  a spirit  of  love,  aware  that  we 
hold  these  gifts  in  trust,  and  are  responsible  to  use  them  in 
the  Light.  As  Friends,  and  as  members  of  other  groups,  we 
seek  to  apply  the  same  spirit  to  the  use  of  contribution  of 
our  corporate  resources.  As  people,  we  are  obliged  to 
cherish  the  earth  and  to  protect  its  resources  in  a spirit  of 
humble  stewardship,  committed  to  the  right  sharing  of 
these  resources  among  people  everywhere."  ■ 

The  Opening  Hearts  and  Minds  Workshop  will  be 
presented  by  Love  Makes  a Family,  Inc.  on  September  30 
at  Multnomah  Meeting  in  Portland,  Oregon;  on  the  first 
weekend  in  October  at  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  Cali- 
fornia; and  on  October  14  in  San  Francisco,  California. 

Contact  Bonnie  Tinker,  (503)  228-3892,  for  details.  ■ 


Staff  photo. 
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PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

Craig  Hall,  Chico,  California 
August  1-6, 1995 

To  Friends  Everywhere: 

We  came  together  for  the  49th  gathering  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  August  2-6, 1995,  in  the  heat  of  the  northern 
Sacramento  Valley  in  the  small  university  town  of  Chico,  California. 

We  write  to  share  with  you  one  of  the  lessons  that  was  set  before  us  this  week:  that  we  are  called  to  be  faithful 
to  the  whispers  and  shouts  of  the  Spirit. 

Char  Brinton  Visitors  in  their  addresses  on  Quaker  struggles  with  equality  reminded  us  that  this  testimony  was 
formed  and  informed  by  faith;  to  live  the  testimony  requires  not  good  politics  but  faithfulness.  In  small  worship-sharing 
groups,  we  continued  to  reflect  on  the  equality  testimony  in  the  light  of  our  personal  experience  as  we  pondered:  What 
are  the  real  distinctions  that  we  need  to  honor?  What  are  the  false  distinctions  that  we  need  to  work  to  eradicate? 

In  several  working  sessions  we  felt  increased  energy  around  issues  of  peacemaking.  Living  the  peace  testimony 
also  requires  faithfulness  in  order  to  transform  our  energy  into  right  action.  On  this  50th  anniversary  of  the  dropping 
of  the  Bomb,  our  annual  Hiroshima  Peace  Walk  gave  us  a chance  to  recommit  ourselves  to  living  in  the  virtue  of  that 
power  that  takes  away  the  occasion  for  all  war. 

We  have  been  dealing  with  many  questions  about  who  and  what  we  are  as  a yearly  meeting  as  we  have  wrestled 
with  the  issue  of  future  meeting  sites  and  whether  we  should  acquire  a permanent  home.  Are  we  committed  to 
remaining  one  yearly  meeting?  What  is  our  vision  for  our  future?  The  passionate  support  of  the  concept  of  a 
permanent  site  from  the  young  adults  moved  us  all.  We  are  thankful  for  their  diligence  and  clarity  on  this  issue  and 
glad  they  have  ministered  to  us. 

We  acknowledge  our  own  lack  of  clarity  about  many  important  issues  and  we  sometimes  forget  that  what  we  are 
seeking  is  God's  clarity,  and  that  we  can  know  it  through  worship  and  faithfulness.  When  we  did  worship  together 
as  we  struggled  in  business  sessions,  we  left  stronger  for  feeling  the  Living  Spirit  among  us.  We  learned  that  unity 
is  not  only  found  in  our  decisions  but  also  in  our  work  together.  We  were  blessed  with  times  when  we  were  bound 
by  the  Spirit  during  our  laboring  together  to  know  God's  will  for  us. 

There  is  a continuing  yearning  in  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  more  spiritual  nurture;  we  know  that  we  need  to  do  some 
spiritual  work  in  order  to  strengthen  our  faith.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  revising  our  Faith  and  Practice  and  are  grateful 
for  this  opportunity  to  discern  anew  our  spiritual  foundation.  In  addition,  we  have  resolved  to  expand  opportunities 
at  each  yearly  meeting  session  to  explore  and  deepen  our  faith. 

As  we  leave  Yearly  Meeting,  we  still  have  unresolved  issues  before  us.  We  hope  to  remember  that  we  cannot  solve 
the  hard  problems  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  or  the  world  without  being  faithful  to  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit.  Yet 
faithfulness  seems  the  hardest  spiritual  task  and  the  most  essential.  Please  pray  for  us.  Friends,  that  we  may  know 
God's  Truth  in  our  hearts  and  live  it  in  our  actions. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Love,  Ellie  Huffman,  Clerk  ■ 


Closing  circle  — PYM. 


Angel  Wings  and  Nominators 

by  Terry  Hart,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting 

Quietly,  quietly  open  the  plenary  door. 

Our  powerful  new  mike  picks  up  so  much  more. 

It  also  hums,  squeaks,  and  sings. 

Imitates  angel  wings 

And  amplifies  Friends  who  might  want  to  snore. 

Don't  run  from  nominators  wherever  they're  seen. 
They  know  what  "yes,"  "no,"  and  "maybe"  mean. 
Don't  turn  tail  and  run 
Before  this  sentence  is  begun. 

Or  they  might  start  to  wonder  about  personal  hygiene.  ■ 
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Ellie  Huffman, 
Clerk;  Krista 
Barnard, 
Reading  Clerk; 
Andrea  English, 
Assistant  to  the 
Clerk. 
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Selected  Minutes 

Plenary  Session  II 

Ellie  Foster  reported  for  the  Committee  for  the  Revision 
of  Faith  and  Practice.  A preliminary  version  of  "Advices 
and  Queries"  for  the  new  Faith  and  Practice  will  be  distrib- 
uted Saturday  for  Friends  to  take  back  to  their  meetings. 

Plenary  Session  III 
Brinton  Visitors 

Ellie  Huffman  introduced  the  Brinton  Visitors,  Marge 
Abbott  (NPYM)  and  Bob  Vogel  (PYM),  who  addressed  the 
theme:  "Quaker  Struggles  with  Equality:  The  Spiritual 
Roots  of  Our  Testimony." 

Marge  Abbott  shared  how  early  Friends  have  been  and 
continue  to  be  her  spiritual  guides,  identifying  the  com- 
mon aspects  to  their  lives:  They  recognized  the  need  for  a 
personal  spiritual  change,  followed  by  a turn  to  the  Light 
of  Christ  within;  they  challenged  others  they  met  through 
their  recognition  of  the  power  of  God  in  every  person;  they 
offered  an  individual  response  to  that  Light  of  Christ 
within;  and  their  responses  started  with  actions  or  evils 
that  directly  touched  their  simple,  everyday  lives. 

Bob  Vogel  spoke  of  growing  concerns  for  all  kinds  of 
equality,  as  witnessed  by  the  two  most  recent  versions  of 
PYM  Faith  and  Practice.  The  number  of  pages  on  equality 
grew  from  less  than  a page  in  1973  to  almost  seven  in  1985. 
Given  that  Friends  have  valued  equality  from  our  origins, 
it  is  curious  that  we  are  still  struggling  with  these  concepts. 

Plenary  Session  IV 

East  West  Relations  Committee 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  approved  Julie  Harlow,  Kay 
Anderson,  and  Ellie  Huffman  as  delegates  and  an  alternate 
to  the  governing  board  of  Friends  House  Moscow,  starting 
in  1996.  Funding  will  remain  the  same  as  for  interim  board 
delegates. 

Friends  Bulletin 

The  Friends  Bulletin  Committee  was  laid  down  as  the 


Friends  Bulletin  is  now  an  independent  corporation. 
PYM  will  provide  travel  funds  for  three  board  members, 
serving  three-year  overlapping  terms,  to  attend  the  cor- 
poration meetings.  One  new  member  will  be  appointed 
annually  by  PYM.  Friends  approved. 

Plenary  Session  V Memorials 

The  names  of  21  friends  were  read  by  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Ministry  and  Oversight. 

Plenary  VI 

Ministry  and  Oversight 

The  Subcommittee  on  Sexual  Minorities  presented  a 
minute  on  loving  response  to  hostility  toward  sexual  mi- 
norities. Meeting  approved. 

Plenary  Session  VII.5 

Permanent  Site  Subcommittee 

Mark  Koenig,  PYM  Sites  Committee  Clerk,  read  from  a 
section  of  Faith  and  Practice  (p.  75)  that  refers  to  the  work  of 
the  committee.  Numerous  Friends  shared  a wide  range  of 
thoughts,  questions  and  queries  related  to  the  various 
spiritual,  procedural,  and  practical  issues  related  to  a 
permanent  site  for  PYM. 

Minute:  The  Treasurer  shall  create  a Permanent  Site 
Special  Fund  designated  for  donations  to  be  used  by  the 
Sites  Committee  in  a site  search  and  creation  of  a business 
plan  for  a permanent  site.  Should  PYM  decide  to  abandon 
the  search  for  a permanent  site,  the  remaining  funds  will  be 
returned  to  the  donors,  if  they  desire.  If  a nonprofit  corpo- 
ration to  acquire  and  operate  a permanent  site  is  formed, 
the  fund  will  be  transferred  to  that  corporation.  A record 
of  contributions  of  labor  and  in-kind  resources  shall  be 
maintained  by  the  Sites  Committee. 


The 

intergenerational 
dance. 
Staff  photo. 
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Margaret  Mossman  and  Stratton  Jaquette 


1996  PYM  Annual  Session  Site 
Selection 

Mark  Koenig,  Clerk  of  Site  Selection  Committee,  pre- 
sented options  for  the  1996  PYM  site:  Craig  Hall  (Chico)  or 
Cal  Poly  (San  Luis  Obispo).  No  increase  in  fees  from  Craig 
Hall  were  expected,  now  approximately  $41.00  per  day 
per  person. 

San  Louis  Obispo  is  centrally  located.  Cooler  weather 
could  be  expected.  We  will  have  to  change  the  date  if  we 
choose  Cal  Poly.  The  estimated  per  person  cost  is  $58.00 
per  day.  Some  Friends  wiU  have  problems  getting  from 
one  place  to  another.  Arrangements  will  be  more  complex. 

Plenary  Session  VIII 
Peace  Committee 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  recognizes  and  supports  the 
Friends  Peace  Team  Project  along  with  its  mission  state- 
ment and  will  appoint  a representative  to  the  Coordinat- 
ing Council. 

Plenary  Session  IX 

Our  session  began  outside  in  the  bright  morning  sun, 
where  we  formed  a great  circle  of  Friends,  singing  together 
as  more  and  more  Friends  joined  in. 

When  Friends  were  gathered,  Ellie  Huffman,  PYM 
Clerk  guided  us  into  concentric  circles  of  age  groups,  with 
the  babies  and  pregnant  mothers  in  the  center,  surrounded 
by  pre-schoolers,  then  early  elementary,  elementary.  Jun- 
ior Yearly  Meeting,  Young  Friends,  and  surrounded  in  the 
outer  circle  by  the  rest  of  those  in  the  adult  group. 

The  purpose  of  the  circles  was  to  observe  and  honor  our 
presence  together,  and  to  acknowledge  those  who  are 
growing  into  their  respective  older  groups.  The  names  of 
those  moving  into  the  groups  around  them  were  an- 
nounced and  they  moved  into  the  next  group  as  Friends 
celebrated  with  them. 

PYM  Permanent  Site  Selection 

Minute:  We  authorize  the  Clerk  to  appoint  an  ad  hoc 


committee  to  open  the  opportunity  for  monthly  meetings 
to  share  their  leadings  concerning  the  development  of  a 
permanent  site  for  PYM's  Annual  Gatherings  and  other 
uses.  The  committee  is  requested  to  report  to  the  Represen- 
tative Committee  in  March  1996,  and  to  bring  their  find- 
ings to  the  1996  Annual  Gathering  of  PYM  for  plenary 
action.  Ad  hoc  committee  members  named  were  Jane 
Peers,  Convener,  Steve  Birdlebough,  Joy  O'Connell,  Jean 
Walton,  and  Tom  Farley. 

Clerk  then  opened  time  for  comments  on  the  two  sites 
considered  for  1996  (Chico  and  San  Luis  Obispo)  to  guide 
the  Sites  Selection  Committee  in  their  decision. 

Minute:  Authorizes  the  Clerk  of  Yearly  Meeting  in 
consideration  of  input  from  all  attenders  and  others  to 
make  the  1996  site  selection  in  consultation  with  the  Sites 
Committee  and  others  as  necessary.  ■ 


A Story  Not  Told  at  PYM  1995 

by  George  Heaton,  Palo  Alto  Meeting 

Once  upon  a present  time,  a man  was  going  on  a long 
train  journey.  He  was  a great-grandson  of  the  California 
tycoon  who  had  built  the  railroad,  but  this  was  the  first 
time  he  had  ridden  the  train.  He  watched  the  passing 
landscape  until  the  fading  light  prompted  retiring.  At  his 
berth  he  prayed  his  customary  prayers,  then  wondered  if 
he  would  be  able  to  fall  asleep  as  the  wheels  registered 
their  zeros  and  ones  as  rail  met  joint. 

In  his  dream  he  walked  a forest  path,  emerging  into  a 
bright  clearing.  The  voice  came  with  perfect  clarity  "Leave 
the  train  at  the  next  big  city.  Go  to  the  airport  and  fly  to 
your  destination." 

The  dream  was  fresh  in  his  mind  as  he  woke.  From  his 
knowledge  of  the  area  the  injunction  was  feasible  and 
indeed  made  sense.  He  remained  silent  for  a while.  A new 
consideration  emerged.  He  remembered  that  he  was  trav- 
eling with  boxes  of  books,  epistles,  biographies  and  pam- 
phlets— a spiritual  heritage  with  which  he  had  been  en- 
trusted, which  guided  one  in  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it. 
Even  if  he  checked  his  baggage  there  was  probably  more 
than  he  could  take  on  the  flight. 

The  following  night  he  dreamed  again.  He  had  re- 
quested a clearness  committee  for  help  with  the  decision. 
It  was  determined  that  to  go  on  the  plane  ten  percent  of  the 
baggage  would  have  to  be  abandoned.  Next  morning  he 
woke  to  a throbbing  head.  It  became  clear  that  to  decide 
which  material  could  be  sacrificed  would  require  innu- 
merable threshing  sessions  to  bring  unity — indeed  there 
was  the  risk  of  a further  split  in  the  society  to  which  he 
belonged.  Besides,  it  was  all  right  for  people  in  the  1600s 
and  1700s  to  hear  the  voice,  but  in  1995?  Get  real.  It  would 
be  safer  to  stay  on  the  train.  Unfortunately,  he  died  before 
reaching  his  destination.  ■ 
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Environmental  Concerns 
and  a Permanent  Site 
by  Mark  Koenig,  Chico  Meeting 

Background:  The  Permanent  Sites  Subcommittee  of  PYM  has 
spent  the  past  year  developing  a proposal  to  acquire  property  that 
zvould  be  used  for  the  Annual  Gathering,  quarterly  meetings,  and 
made  available  to  the  general  public  as  a conference  and  educa- 
tional center.  We  have  traveled  extensively  to  potential  sites  and 
monthly  meetings  to  inform  you  of  our  progress  and  seek  your 
guidance  for  this  proposal.  Currently  zve  have four  potential  sites, 
tzvo  ofzvhich  are  being  thoroughly  investigated.  I am  concerned 
that  the  committee  has  not  sufficiently  articulated  zvhy  zve  feel 
this  is  important.  We  have  failed  to  present  a concrete  vision  of  the 
ongoing  zvork  that  zvould  occur  at  the  site.  I choose  nozv  to  address 
the  environmental  concerns  relevant  to  the  permanent  site. 

It  has  been  one  decade  since  Marshall  Massey  made 
clear  the  imminent  peril  that  faces  the  whole  planet,  a peril 
brought  on  by  ourselves.  How  many  of  us  were  present? 
How  many  were  emotionally  moved  and  charged  with  a 
new  awareness — that  things  just  could  not  be  left  as  is?  A 
much  tougher  question:  How  many  have  made  funda- 
mental lifestyle  changes  in  favor  of  life  on  this  planet? 

Friends,  our  approach  to  cities,  neighborhoods,  build- 
ings, and  transportation  is  literally  killing  us — ^not  figura- 
tively, not  metaphorically,  but  literally,  killing  us.  If  it  were 
just  Homo  sapiens  we  were  at  war  with,  there  may  be  some 
divine  justice  in  it.  But  our  unconsidered  behavior  will 
sacrifice  every  other  species  first,  in  a futile  attempt  to  save 
ourselves.  We — you  and  I — are  financing  a covert  war  on 
aU  species  save  one.  We  do  this  every  time  we  eat,  drink, 
sleep,  get  dressed,  or  move  about.  Our  very  way  of  life  is 
lethal  to  all  life  on  this  planet.  The  really  sad  fact  is  that  we 
know  it,  we  have  been  bludgeoned  with  facts  and  figures 
implicating  the  American  Dream  as  the  world's  worst 
nightmare.  We  know  so  many  horrible  facts  that  we  have 
become  like  some  disaster  victims,  in  that  our  lifestyle  and 
our  spiritual  ethics  exist  in  separate  containers.  We  can 
enjoy  eating  a peach  that  poisoned  a Mexican  farm  worker's 
family  with  pesticides.  We  can  wear  a new  blouse  made  by 
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a ten-year-old  slave  girl  in  India.  We  can  chill  in  the  air 
conditioning  at  plenary  sessions  while  food  rots  in  Nicara- 
gua for  want  of  basic  refrigeration. 

Having  separated  our  ethics  from  our  lifestyle,  we  can 
avoid  the  fact  that  we  are  part  of  a very  small  privileged 
group  that  consumes  some  seven  times  our  fair  share  of 
everything.  Every  aspect  of  our  First  World  lifestyle,  in- 
cluding food,  clothing,  shelter,  health  care,  transportation, 
and  money,  affects  directly  every  other  human  and  every 
other  species  on  this  planet.  It  is  a zero  sum  game  we  are 
playing.  If  we  want  what  we  have  become  accustomed  to, 
as  the  privileged  of  the  First  World,  seven  families  in  the 
Third  World  will  do  without  basic  necessities  such  as  food 
and  water. 

Also  working  against  us  are  the  1 .2  billion  Chinese  and 
800  million  East  Indians  who  are  now  looking  at  our 
lifestyle  on  their  TV  sets  and  wanting  to  duplicate  the 
American  Dream  for  themselves.  It  may  be  possible  for 
us — the  elite — to  continue  our  lifestyle  for  a short  time,  but 
if  2%  of  these  immense  populations  duplicate  the  good  life 
in  our  image  and  likeness,  the  life  support  systems  of  the 
whole  earth  will  spiral  down  in  failure.  This  is  not  a 
hypothetical  theory,  but  a scenario  played  out  on  Easter 
Island  by  20,000  civilized  inhabitants.  Their  inability  to 
discern  that  they  were  cutting  off  the  limbs  of  the  Tree  of 
Life  created  environmental  disaster,  and  they  descended 
into  cannibalism.  Today  the  64-square-mile  island,  once  a 
tropical  paradise,  has  no  animal  species  larger  than  flies. 

Does  our  Peace  Testimony  speak  to  our  war  on  nonhu- 
man species?  Does  our  Testimony  on  Equality  speak  to  our 
seventh  generation  in  the  way  of  the  Hopi  elders? 

We  have  Listened  over  the  years  to  interest  groups  on 
just  economics,  right  sharing  of  world  resources,  and  unity 
with  nature.  Our  response  has  been  the  trickle  down 
theory,  wherein  we  maintain  our  lifestyle,  and  our  leav- 
ings are  divided  among  the  other  80%  of  the  world.  While 
the  Third  World  tries  reinventing  their  lifestyles  in  our 
image,  the  planetary  life-support  systems  shudder.  The 
simple  fact  is  that  we  are  the  only  group  who  can  voluntar- 
ily choose  simplicity.  We  are  the  only  group  with  the 
resources  to  reinvent  our  lifestyle  in  an  image  worthy  of 
imitation.  Complete  failure  of  our  planet's  life  support 
systems  is  the  alternative  that  could  well  occur  within  the 
lifetime  of  our  children. 

A rational  response  to  such  dire  predictions  should  be 
an  overwhelming  call  to  action.  It  seems  obvious  that 
sentient,  ethical  beings  facing  this  challenge  would  de- 
mand an  accounting  of  our  lifestyle  choices,  seek  alterna- 
tives to  unworkable  behavior,  and  implement  them  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

It  is  in  this  spirit  that  the  PYM  Sites  Committee  submits 
a proposal  to  create  a permanent  site  for  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  that  encompasses  a conference  center  and  a Quaker 
community  whose  mission  is  to: 

Continued  on  page  17. 
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Calvin  Clyde  Cope 

Calvin  Cope  was  bom  in  Philadelphia  on  October  1, 
1897,  the  fifth  of  six  sons  of  Jonathan  Cope  and  Catharine 
Hart.  Calvin  was  very  proud  of  his  Quaker  heritage.  His 
forebears  had  come  from  Avebury,  Wiltshire,  England, 
to  buy  land  for  farming  from  William  Perm. 

Calvin  had  a great  love  of  languages.  He  studied  Latin 
and  modem  languages  in  high  school  and  college.  After 
graduation  from  college,  Calvin  taught  mathematics, 
history,  and  languages  in  high  schools.  After  he  moved  to 
California,  he  met  Grace  Stanton,  a farmer's  daughter 
from  Wisconsin.  They  were  married  in  1929. 

Teaching  at  the  high  school  level,  Calvin  also  took 
graduate  courses  in  adult  education  and  administration 
at  the  University  of  Southern  California.  Between  1934 
and  1937,  he  was  a Works  Project  Administration  super- 
visor of  unemployed  teachers  and  artists  in  four  counties 
of  eastern  Pennsylvania.  He  then  became  co-director  of 
the  War  Resisters'  League  International  in  the  Philadel- 
phia area.  He  completed  his  master's  degree  in  educa- 
tional sciences  in  1937. 

After  moving  to  California,  Calvin  became  an  admin- 
istrator of  adult  education  courses  in  Monterey  and  a 
faculty  member  of  Monterey  Peninsula  College.  In  1951- 
52  and  1955-56,  he  and  Grace  went  to  India  and  Pakistan 
on  Fulbright  education  projects.  On  returning  to  Monterey 
he  became  advisor  to  foreign  students  in  addition  to 
administrative  work.  In  earlier  years,  he  had  helped 
Japanese- American  students  find  homes  with  Caucasian 
families  to  avoid  being  sent  to  internment  camps.  In  1960 
Calvin  retired  as  professor  emeritus.  He  and  Grace  moved 
into  their  homestead  in  the  Aptos  hills. 

Before  his  retirement,  Calvin  had  served  as  clerk  of 
Monterey  Peninsula  Meeting;  after  retiring  he  was  clerk 
of  Santa  Cruz  Meeting.  He  and  Grace  also  spent  a year  as 
host  couple  at  Honolulu  Meeting.  From  Hawaii  they 
traveled  extensively,  visiting  friends  in  Japan  and 
Scandinavia.  Grace  Cope  died  in  1978. 

In  1981  Calvin  married  Stella  Toogood,  a Berkeley 
preschool  teacher.  Making  their  home  in  Berkeley,  they 
traveled  extensively  for  the  next  six  years. 

Calvin  died  on  June  23, 1994,  after  a faU  that  precipi- 
tated his  death.  During  his  failing  years  he  seemed  to 
derive  comfort  from  attending  Berkeley  Meeting.  ■ 

Toby  Lord 

Toby  Lord,  a resident  of  Farmington,  New  Mexico  and 
a longtime  member  of  Albuquerque  Monthly  Meeting, 
died  on  December  28, 1994,  after  a long  illness.  Her  partici- 
pation also  enriched  the  lives  of  Friends  of  the  Farmington 
Worship  Group  and  the  Durango  Monthly  Meeting. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Mort,  also  a member  of 
Albuquerque  Meeting,  and  sons,  Jonathan  and  Mark.  ■ 


Rachael  Childrey  Gross 

* Rachael  Childrey  Gross  died  on  December  16,  1994,  in 
Roseville,  California  after  eight  and  one-half  years  of  hospi- 
talization resulting  from  a stroke  and  an  auto  accident. 

Bom  in  Chester,  Permsylvania,  Rachael  was  a graduate 
of  Northfield  School  and  Cornell  University.  After  gradu- 
ate training  at  the  Pennsylvania  School  of  Social  Work,  she 
served  in  social  work  agencies  in  Connecticut  and  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Following  World  War  II,  she  joined  Exeter  United 
Meeting  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  transferring  to  Abington 
Meeting  in  1951,  and  Sacramento  Meeting  in  1979.  In  these 
monthly  meetings  and  in  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting, 
she  worked  diligently  on  numerous  committees,  includ- 
ing the  Abington  Friends  School  Committee.  Her  work  on 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Library  Trustees  and  the 
National  Library  Association  earned  her  inclusion  in  Who 's 
Who  of  American  Women.  Whether  her  support  was  needed 
for  libraries  and  schools  or  for  peace  and  justice,  Rachael 
was  there. 

With  her  husband,  Richard  Dana  Gross,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  in  1983,  Rachael  organized  and  participated  in 
a weekly  vigil  to  end  the  Vietnam  war.  Later  she  was  a 
founder  of  the  Sacramento  Religious  Committee  for  Peace 
and  received  one  of  its  first  annual  peacemaking  awards. 

Rachael  is  survived  by  a sister,  Robertson  Blackwell;  a 
son,  Richard;  and  three  grandchildren.  ■ 

Ann  Browder  Lorenz 

Ann  Browder  Lorenz  was  bom  in  1932  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  the  daughter  of  a brain  surgeon.  At  age  10  she 
moved  with  her  family  to  a farm  in  New  Jersey  where  she 
would  help  her  father  with  odd  jobs  when  he  came  home 
on  weekends. 

After  undergraduate  school  at  WeUesley  College,  she 
went  on  to  medical  school  at  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
graduating  in  1958.  Following  an  internship  at  Bellevue 
Hospital  in  New  York,  and  a subsequent  year  of  residency 
training  at  the  New  York  Memorial  Clinic,  she  came  to 
Seattle  in  1960  to  continue  her  residency  training,  securing 
a fellowship  in  infectious  diseases  at  the  University  of 
Washington  hospitals.  During  this  time  she  began  attend- 
ing, and  then  joined.  University  Friends  Meeting. 

Between  1963  and  1966  she  went  to  Africa  and  directed 
a hospital  in  Ethiopia.  Upon  her  return  to  the  United  States, 
she  joined  the  faculty  of  the  New  Jersey  College  of  Medi- 
cine, specializing  in  public  health.  Around  1970  she  re- 
turned to  Seattle  where  she  was  principal  investigator  in 
social  epidemiology  with  the  Cancer  Control  Program. 

In  1976,  she  left  academic  medicine  and,  after  the  birth 
of  her  daughter,  Jennifer,  divorced  and  moved  to  Waldron 
Island,  Washington.  For  several  years  she  practiced  gen- 
eral medicine  at  the  Orcas  Island  Clinic,  commuting  by 
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boat  or  plane.  She  was  a valued  member  of  the  Waldron 
Island  community. 

In  her  last  years,  she  courageously  fought  breast  cancer 
with  grace  and  spirit.  She  died  on  August  4, 1994.  ■ 

Ruth  Morrow  Roberts 

Ruth  Morrow  Roberts  died  August  14,  1994,  having 
been  diagnosed  with  cancer  four  years  earlier.  Until  a few 
days  before  her  death,  she  maintained  an  active  life  with 
family  and  friends. 

A native  of  Parsons,  Kansas,  where  she  was  born  May 
22,  1922,  Ruth  grew  up  in  that  state  and  attended  the 
University  of  Kansas.  She  and  her  husband  came  to 
Claremont,  California  in  1954  and  she  obtained  her 
bachelor's  degree  from  California  State  University  in  Los 
Angeles.  She  taught  in  the  Chino  Unified  School  District 
for  twenty  years  until  her  retirement  in  the  mid-1980s. 

She  became  a member  of  Claremont  Monthly  Meeting 
after  some  years  of  regular  attendance  and  participation 
on  meeting  committees.  Her  service  to  Meeting  included 
the  Committee  for  Ministry  and  Counsel  and  Monthly 
Meeting  Clerk.  EXiring  these  years,  Ruth  was  always  eager 
to  learn  from  other  Friends.  She  allowed  Quaker  proce- 
dures to  carry  their  weight  in  reaching  decisions  and  to 
open  way  for  the  meeting. 

Following  her  retirement,  she  was  a docent  for  Rancho 
Santa  Ana  Botanical  Gardens  and  continued  her  interest  in 
children  at  the  Pomona  Valley  Kids  Care  Fair.  She  was  also 
a longtime  avid  bird  watcher. 

Ruth  grew  away  from  the  meeting.  For  some  time  she 
found  that  the  Unitarian  Church  spoke  to  her  condition. 
However,  she  considered  herself  a Friend  and  did  not 
grow  away  from  Quaker  practice.  She  was  a primary 
school  volunteer  worker  and  served  on  the  Board  for  the 
House  of  Ruth,  an  agency  and  shelter  for  battered  women. 

Ruth  Morrow  Roberts  is  survived  by  two  sons  and  a 
daughter  in  California,  a daughter  in  Idaho,  a sister  in 
Seattle,  and  eight  grandchildren.  ■ 

Dale  Robert  Young 

Dale  Young,  the  husband  of  Jean  Young,  a Tacoma 
Meeting  member,  was  born  April  28,  1923.  He  was  a 
United  States  Air  Force  navigator  and  navigation  instruc- 
tor during  WW  II,  and  for  most  of  his  professional  life,  a 
Boeing  engineer.  Most  recently  before  retirement,  he 
worked  on  the  Boeing  767.  He  and  his  wife  spent  a year  in 
Japan  while  he  trained  Japanese  personnel  on  this  aircraft. 

Although  he  was  never  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  his  wife  was  an  early  participant  in  the  Tacoma 
fellowship /worship  group  in  the  mid-fifties  and  later  a 
member  of  Tacoma  Meeting.  Dale,  in  his  own  way,  left 
indelible  marks  on  the  meeting.  Shortly  after  the  purchase 
of  the  present  meeting  house  in  the  early  1960s,  he  rewired 
the  entire  house  with  the  help  of  a meeting  member.  Then 
for  several  years  he  was  meeting  treasurer. 


Dale  and  Jean  invited  the  meeting  for  seasonal  social 
gatherings  to  their  family-constructed  log-cabin  home  in 
Kent,  Washington.  A trip  to  the  Yoimg's  invariably  in- 
cluded a trip  to  the  barn  to  see  the  horses,  kittens,  rabbits, 
geese,  and  ducks.  In  this  rural  sanctuary  one  was  much 
aware  of  Dale's  presence. 

Dale  also  attended  quarterly  and  yearly  gatherings  of 
Friends,  particularly  when  his  children,  Kay,  Jody,  Leslie, 
and  Niel,  were  active  in  Junior  Friends.  His  contributions 
to  their  programs  pleased  many  children  and  youth. 

Dale  Y oung  is  remembered  as  a generous  dear  friend  of 
Friends  in  the  Tacoma  Meeting.  He  died  September  3, 
1994,  of  lung  cancer.  ■ 


Koenig  Site  Continued  from  page  15. 

• Invent  a Fourth  World  lifestyle  for  First  World  inhab- 
itants consistent  with  a sustainable  use  of  planetary 
resources.  Fundamental  changes  in  our  relationships 
to  food,  clothing,  shelter,  health  care,  transportation, 
and  money  will  be  made  in  light  of  our  Quaker  testi- 
monies. 

• Witness  through  our  new  lifestyle  and  educational  con- 
ferences a commitment  to  sustainable  community  and 
restoration  of  our  environment  that  could  be  duplicated 
backhome.  This  ministry  would  extend  to  the  500  attend- 
ees of  PYM  each  year,  plus  a few  thousand  of  the  general 
public  attending  conferences  at  our  site. 

The  purchase  and  operation  of  the  site  would  be 
accomplished  through  a nonprofit  corporation.  We 
would  model  the  structure  and  management  of  the 
facility  on  Friends  House  in  Santa  Rosa  and  Quaker 
Center  in  Ben  Lomond.  The  support  expected  of  PYM 
would  include  spiritual  guidance  and  being  a client  of 
the  conference  center.  Financial  resources  would  come 
from  individuals  and  charitable  organizations.  Since  no 
funds  are  being  asked  of  PYM,  individual  financial 
support  is  critical  if  this  vision  is  to  become  reality. 

There  is  risk  associated  with  a permanent  site,  but  the 
risk  of  doing  something  must  be  weighed  against  the  risk 
of  continuing  on  our  current  path.  With  all  life  in  the 
balance,  doing  anything  less  than  reinventing  our  First 
World  lifestyle  can  be  likened  to  rearranging  the  deck 
chairs  on  the  Titanic. 

Planetary  systems  and  human  organizations  have  im- 
mense inertia,  and  our  efforts  will  be  minuscule  in  com- 
parison, but  Quakers  have  historically  had  effects  out  of  all 
proportion  to  their  numbers.  This  is  only  possible  when 
the  faith  that  we  believe  and  the  lifestyle  we  practice  are  in 
harmony. 

Pledges  of  financial  support  and  in-kind  contributions 
may  be  directed  to:  PYM  Pledges,  c/o  Walter  Jones,  PO 
Box  493599,  Redding,  CA.  96049-3599.  ■ 
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Colorado  Regional  Meeting 

by  Randy  Herrick-Stare,  Mountain  View  Meeting 

Mountain  View  Friends  Meeting  has  found  unity  on  a 
minute  regarding  same-gender  unions.  During  the  May 
1995  meeting  for  worship  for  business,  the  following 
minute  was  approved: 

"When  two  individuals,  at  least  one  of  whom  is  a 
member  or  attender  of  our  Meeting,  request  their  union 
be  recognized  and  taken  under  the  care  of  Mountain 
View  Friends  Meeting,  we  will  appoint  a clearness  com- 
mittee to  meet  with  them  to  discern  the  nature,  clarity 
and  strength  of  their  leading.  The  committee's  task  is  to 
help  the  couple  and  the  meeting  reach  unity  whether  it 
is  with  God's  leading  that  they  enter  into  a commitment 
to  each  other,  that  there  are  no  serious  impediments  to 
their  ability  to  sustain  a lifelong  relationship,  and  that 
their  relationship  may  be  expected  to  flourish  by  their 
love  for  each  other  within  the  Spirit. 

The  responsibility  of  a Friends  m.eeting  to  any  couple 
under  its  care  is  to  nurture  the  steadfastness  of  their 
commitment  to  each  other  and  to  God.  We  will  support  all 
committed,  spiritually-centered  relationships  with  our  re- 
spect and  love. 

We  affirm  our  willingness  as  a meeting  to  celebrate  the 
commitment  of  two  people,  regardless  of  gender,  to  live 
out  their  lives  in  a permanent  and  exclusive  union." 

The  Oversight  Committee  was  charged  with  the  task  of 
revising  the  meeting's  marriage  procedures  into  confor- 
mity with  this  minute. 

Upcoming  Event: 

Colorado  Regional  Meeting  will  be  held  September  22- 
24,1995  at  Snow  Mountain  Ranch  (operated  by  the  YMCA) 
near  Winter  Park,  Colorado.  The  theme  will  be:  What 
Makes  Us  Friends?  Among  other  things  on  the  agenda  will 
be  the  consideration  of  the  request  of  the  Rapid  City 
Worship  Group,  under  the  care  of  Ft.  Collins  Monthly 
Meeting,  to  become  a monthly  meeting.  ■ 


Hiroshima  walk  at  PYM.  Staff  Photo. 


Pacific  Northwest  Quarter 

by  Diane  Ste.  Marie,  University  Meeting 

We  are  to  take  truth  for  our  authority,  and  not  author- 
ity for  truth. 

— Lucretia  Mott 

Good  news  for  Friends  Bulletin!  Olympia  Meeting  has 
decided  to  pay  for  all  members'  subscriptions  to  the  Friends 
Bulletin.  New  members  will  receive  a subscription  as  part 
of  their  welcoming.  Attenders  will  pay  for  their  subscrip- 
tions, although  they  may  request  financial  assistance  for 
their  subscription.  In  this  way,  education  and  cormection 
with  the  yearly  meeting  and  support  for  Friends  Bulletin 
will  be  encouraged. 

Quakers  have  been  called  Seekers  of  the  Truth,  and 
Olympia  Meeting  is  exploring  the  theme  of  seeking  in 
three  parts.  In  July  the  Query  was  "What  is  it  that  I see?" 
August,  "What  have  I found?"  and  September  will  be 
"What  do  I really  want?" 

Olympia  Meeting  called  a meeting  to  discuss  the  death 
penalty.  One  or  more  called  meetings  may  be  necessary 
before  a sense  of  the  meeting  on  capital  punishment  is  clear 
and  the  meeting  will  be  ready  to  make  a public  statement 
about  it. 

NPYM  Junior  Friends  set  and  approved  a code  of 
conduct  for  themselves  while  at  annual  session  which 
included,  1)  no  drugs,  tobacco,  or  alcohol,  2)  no  sex,  3) 
respect  for  each  other's  feehngs  and  the  need  for  sleep.  Do 
we  adults  ever  consider  a code  for  our  conduct? 

Bellingham  Preparative  Meeting  has  changed  the 
name  of  its  newsletter  from  hamster  to  metamorphosis. 
It's  an  interim  name  to  reflect  the  time  as  they  grow  into 
their  own  clear  sense  of  identity  as  a meeting.  The 
community  has  been  asked  to  consider  several  queries 
during  this  time:  How  do  you  want  this  meeting  to 
support  your  spiritual  growth?  What  are  the  responsi- 
bilities of  being  a monthly  meeting?  Are  there  things  we 
should  accomplish  while  we  are  a preparative  meeting 
before  we'll  be  ready  to  become  a monthly  meeting? 

Vashon  Island  Worship  Group  has  recently  started 
the  tradition  of  making  $50  gifts  to  young  people  con- 
nected with  the  worship  group  when  they  graduate  from 
high  school.  This  year  three  people  were  so  honored. 

Once  a month  the  women  who  attend  Agate  Passage 
Worship  Group  meet  informally  to  sit  and  share,  knit  and 
listen. 

Between  Silence  and  Answer,  a collection  of  gentle  poems 
by  Jeanne  Lohmarm  of  Olympia  Meeting  and  illustrated 
by  Mary  Lou  Goertzen  of  Florence  Worship  Group  has 
been  published  by  Pendle  Hill  (112  pages,  $10.00).  Call 
Pendle  Hill  to  order  or  to  request  their  current  catalogue  at 
(800)742-3150.  ■ 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


SEPTEMBER  1995 


PAGE  19 


Advertisements 

All  ads  published  must  be  consistent  with 
the  beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends. 
$.40  per  word.  Minimum  charge,  $8.00. 
Add  10%  if  boxed.  Ads  should  be  pre- 
paid, if  possible.  Send  for  information 
sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and  re- 
quirements. Copy  deadline:  30  days  prior 
to  publication.  Publishing  of  advertise- 
ments does  not  imply  endorsement  by 
Friends  Bulletin. 

\ 

JOHN  WOOLMAN  SCHOOL 

Only  West  Coast  Friends  secondary 
boarding  school!  Simple  rural  living, 
small  classes,  work  program,  loving 
community.  John  Woolman  School, 
13075  Woolman  Lane,  Nevada  City, 
CA  95959.  (916)273-3183. 

V ; 

Poems 

Richard  Bear’s  new  book  of  poems. 
Desire  for  the  Land,  is  available  for  $ 1 1 
postpaid  from  Stony  Run  Press,  36690 
Wheeler  Rd,  Pleasant  Hill,  OR  97455. 

Friends  House 

Friends  House  in  Santa  Rosa,  California, 
is  an  assisted  care  home  (Lie. 
#4901 120700)  with  a skilled  nursing  fa- 
cility and  day  care  programs  available. 
Friends  House,  684  Benicia  Dr,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA  95409.  (707)  538-0152. 


Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 
Please  enclose  $20  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $16  for  meeting  sub- 
scriptions (state  meeting),  and  $14  for 
low  income  and  student  subscriptions. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 
Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin,  1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR 
97330. 


Nuclear  Tests  and  Fiji 

by  Melinda  Glines,  Strawberry  Creek 

Friends,  you  may  be  aware  that 
the  President  of  France,  Jacques 
Chirac,  has  decided  to  stage  eight 
underground  nuclear  tests  in  French 
Polynesia  between  September  and 
next  May.  Chirac  says  there  would  be 
no  environmental  damage.  Editorials 
in  the  papers  here  in  Fiji  have  been 
asking,  "If  these  tests  are  so  safe,  why 
not  do  them  in  France?" 

I cannot  express  , Friends,  what  a 
beautiful  and  tranquil  place  the  South 
Pacific  is.  The  traditional  way  of  life, 
which  is  changing  quickly  with  the 
influx  of  Western  products,  has  mini- 
mal environmental  impact.  When  I 
went  diving  in  the  waters  here  I was 
absolutely  awestruck  by  the  variety 
of  animal  and  plant  life.  Every  minute 
I was  under  water  I was  thinking: 
God /dess  made  this!  It  was  so  clear 
that  this  was  the  handwork  of  the 
Divine.  It  makes  me  cringe  to  think 
that  we  are  risking  the  destruction  of 
something  so  sacred  because  of 
nuclear  tests. 

Please,  Friends,  write  letters  and 
make  a fuss.  Take  whatever  action 
you  can  to  stop  this  from  happening. 
Let's  see  what  we  can  do.  ■ 


IMYM  Godfrey,  continued  from  p.  2 

Some  left  IMYM  with  bags  of  good- 
ies filled  by  anonymous  friends.  Some 
carried  newly  dressed  dolls  to  chil- 
dren in  need  of  something  of  their 
own.  Some  slept  all  the  way  home  to 
make  up  for  hours  lost  each  night. 

If  you  haven't  tried  IMYM  yet,  or 
have  missed  it  for  a while,  put  June 
19-23, 1996,  at  Fort  Lewis  College  on 
your  calendar  for  next  year.  I hope  to 
see  you  there.  ■ 

PYM  Friends  should  "pencil  in"  the  sec- 
ond week  in  August;  location  to  be  an- 
nounced. And  if  you're  in  NPYM,  put 
July  18-21, 1996,  at  The  Evergreen  State 
College  on  your  calendar. 

* The  Circle,  The  Newsletter  of  Salt  Lake 
Monthly  Meeting,  Seventh  Month  1995. 


Vital  Statistics 

Births 

• Lucas  Gabriel  Terry-Kershner,  born 
to  Cyndi  and  Tad  Terry-Kershner, 
March  15,  1995,  Grass  Valley  Meet- 
ing. 

• Laura  Borton  Adair,  born  to  Melissa 
Lovett- Adair  and  Christopher  Adair, 
March  26,  1995,  Tahoe  Worship 
Group. 

• Joy  Laurel  Nachman,  born  to 
Veronica  Burrows  and  David 
Nachman,  April  17,  1995,  Tempe 
Meeting. 

• Samuel  Leroy  Wilson,  born  to  Joan 
Piasecki  and  Chuck  Wilson,  April 
26,  1995,  Mountain  View  Meeting. 

Marriages 

• Joel  Miles  and  Faith  Kloulubak, 
June  17,  1995,  Palau. 

• Caroline  Kueneman  and  Jay  Lepreau, 
June  23,  1995,  Salt  Lake  Meeting. 

• Dee  Mast  and  John  Hooten,  under  the 
care  of  Heartland  Meeting,  July  1, 1995. 

Deaths 

• Virginia  K.  Anderson,  March  28, 
1995,  Phoenix  Meeting. 

• Bruce  Neal,  April  1,  1995,  Boulder 
Meeting. 

• Mary  B.  Stoner,  April  9, 1995,  Tempe 
Meeting. 

• Betty  R.  Matzek,  June  18,  1995, 
Boise  Meeting. 

New  Members 

• Ruth  Correll,  Boulder. 

• Bonnie  Fraser,  Tempe. 

• Charles  Gray,  Eugene. 

• Rick  Longinotti,  Santa  Cruz. 

• Hope  Minor,  Albuquerque. 

• Lois  McClure  Smith,  Grass  Valley. 

• Stuart  Smith,  Grass  Valley.  ■ 


Wallhanging  to  benefit  Wellsprings 
Friends  School: 

Fourteen  inches  high;  fifty  inches  wide. 
Four  “Little  Red  School  house”  blocks  in 
blues  and  dark  reds.  Machine  pieced; 
hand  quilted.  Goes  to  highest  bid  over  $50 
received  by  November  1.  Total  goes  to 
school.  Barbara  Janoe,  Rt.  1,  Box  403, 
Terrebonne,  OR  97760. 
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Yearly  Meeting  Poems 

Searching  for  my  Light 

by  Sarah  Rose  House, 

Orange  Grove  Meeting 

Here  in  a corner 
Searching  for  serenity 
Grasping  to  nothing 

Nervous  surroundings 
Anxiously  awaiting  to 
Embrace  with  my  F(f)riends 

Not  knowing  if  soon 

This  peace  will  find  me  this  time 

I search  for  the  light 

Suddenly  I'm  here 

With  the  faces  that  are  vague 

I am  overjoyed 

Yet  an  open  book 
Excited  more  than  ever 
I am  with  my  F(f)riends 

Unsure  environment 
Will  I find  peace  this  time? 

Happy  with  my  F(f)riends 

In  our  quiet  time 
Sitting  at  our  quiet  place 
Searching  for  my  light 

Awkward  silence  here 
Searching  through  oblivion 
For  my  serene  light 

Emotions  stirring  me 
Shooting  stars  above  us 
Embracing  with  F(f)riends 

I am  now  breathless 

Have  I found  my  inner  light? 

This  world  is  so  big 

E>ue  to  lack  of  sleep 

I'm  feeling  slightly  sick — Have 

Boundaries  been  crossed? 

I'm  thinking  out  loud 
I shouldn't  feel  this  awkward 
I am  with  my  F(f)riends 


CD 

CTl 


Frustrated  at  light 
For  I cannot  find  peace 
I do  not  know  why. 


H 

tfl 


od 

w 


I need  to  let  loose. 

To  show  people  who  I am. 
To  be  friends  with  all. 


Cn 


All  of  a sudden 
I stop  and  reflect 
And  I realize 


It's  good  to  still  be 
Looking  for  my  special  light 
Because  I am  still  with  my  F(f)riends. 

8-6-95 

Sarah  Rose  House  is  14  years  old. 


Yearly  Quilt — for  PYM  1995 

by  Mary  Anne  Patterson,  Claremont  Meeting 

1) .  The  binding  thread  is  the  color  of  our  hearts; 
the  color  of  muscle,  not  blood. 

Out  of  many  colors,  harmony; 
out  of  many  pieces,  unity. 

A pattern  emerges: 

baby  blocks  or  tumbling  blocks, 

the  dark  and  the  light  and  the  deep  rose  meeting  together. 
It  promises  warmth  for  the  body  and  soul. 

2) .  When  a knot  forms,  untangle  it  by  pulling  back. 

When  one  strand  is  left  behind,  pause; 

gently  reunite  strands  back  into  tandem. 

When  a diamond  is  misplaced, 

with  care  and  confidence  pull  out  the  threads; 

release  the  piece. 

Unity  is  created  out  of  knots  and  piercing. 

The  quilt  grows  slowly  into  togetherness, 
promising  warmth  for  the  body  and  soul.  ■ 
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